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Summary

Cheryl Overs was bornin Melbourne, Australiain 1957. She began her journey asa feminist and human rights activistin the early 1980s when she began
activating forthe rights of sex workers. In 1981 she founded the Prostitutes Collective of Victoria (PCV) which advocated for sex workers human rights and
providedinnovative health and welfare programmes including peer education and support; condomdistribution, needleand syringe exchange and
initiatives to address violence and discrimination.

As founderand director of the PCV Cheryl led advocacy which resulted in law reformin Victoria that extends significant labour and human rights to sex
workers. In 1988 she organised a national conference, ‘Prostitution and the Aids Debate 88’, which led to the formation of the national federation of
organisations working with sexworkers groups, the Scarlet Alliance. As director of the PCV and Chair of the Scarlet Alliance, Cherylworked on important
emerging sex workers rights issues of the time including police corruption, violence, anti-drug user policy and HIV criminalisation. She established the Ugly
Mugs List, which was an effective, sexworker controlled tool to prevent violence. Cheryl’s work was central to developing Australia’s rights based response
to sexwork and its harm reduction response to drug use which were important sources forinforming HIV care and prevention globally.

Cheryl moved to Europe in 1989 towork within the UN agency responsible for developing the first responses to HIV/AIDS, the Global Program on
Aids at the World Health Organisation. Overthe nextyears she co-organised contributed to that process and to publications such as Harvard Aids
Institute’s ‘Aidsin the World’; International Aids conferences and helped establish the early networks of civil society addressing HIV including the
International Council of Aids Service Organisations (ICASO).

In 1992, while livingin Paris, Cherylfounded the International Network of Sex Worker Projects (NSWP) with Paulo Henrique Longo. It remains the global
agency responsibleforsupporting new sexworkerorganisations and initiatives and leading global advocacy on sex workers human rights. Asiits first
director Cheryl builtthe funding base of the NSWP and established offices in the UK, Brazil and South Africa; organised various conferences and meetings;
created an information clearing house and international electronic discussion groups as well as organising delegations to attend conferences and other key
eventssuch as the Beijing Women’s Conference, World Social Forums and the International AIDS conferences. Anaccomplished publicspeaker, Cheryl
presented atseveral conferences and seminarsin this time including to the World Health Assembly and USAID and with Longo she wrote the NSWP
publication “Making Sex Work Safe; a guide for program planners, policy makers and field workers’ in 1992.



After 2000 Cheryl worked on HIV programming and policy asanemployee of UK based international agencies and as a self-employed
consultant for governmental and non-government organisations in more than twenty countries. * Those roles involved conducting research; training; events
management; organisational development; mentoring publichealth advocates and human rights defenders; resource mobilisation including proposal
writing and reporting and providing technical supportincluding monitoring and evaluation. She wrote various papers, book chapters, guidance manuals and
toolsinthat time as well as managing production of a range of educational and advocacy materials.

Since 2010 Cheryl has divided her time between the Institute of Development Studies in the UK, where herfamily live, and the Michael Kirby
Centre for PublicHealth and Human Rights at Monash University in Australia. Inthistime she hasworked on both joint and separate projects of the two
institutions which hasincluded establishing and evaluating alegal service for sex workers and victims of trafficking and sexual exploitation in Cambodia;
supporting lesbian and gay humanrights defenders in Egypt, Uganda and Ethiopia; establishingan electronicdata base on sex work and human trafficking
(PLRI); conductinga study on the impact of law on sex workers in Burma, Ethiopia, Cambodia, and Fiji and developing a legal toolkit for human rights
defenders working on sexuality. She also delivered a much praised plenary speech on humanrights and HIV at the 2012 International Aids Conferencein
Washington DC (see video link listed below) and a presentation at the United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) in Geneva. She has developed
publications forpeerreview journals, taught post graduate students and researched issues including LGBT issues in Ethiopia, female genital mutilation;
restorative justice, economicempowerment and social protection policy and responses to sexual violence in conflict settings.

' These include Bangladesh, India, Pakistan, Cambodia, Burma, Mexico, Thailand, Mongolia, Ukraine, Russia, Brazil, Venezuela, Ecuador, Mozambique, Nigeria, South
Africa, Morocco; Madagascar, Ethiopia, Uganda, Pakistan, Hungary, Grenada, Barbados and Trinidad, USA, France, UK,.
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Posts and Positions. 1984-2014

Year Employer Post Country | Tasks

1984-88 Prostitutes Collective of Victoria. (now Director Australia Established and lead a memberbased non-governmental
Resourcing Health & Educationinthe (Full time) organisationto provide social, legaland medical supportto
sex industry) sex workers and advocate for sex workers human rights.

1988-1989 | The ScarletAlliance Director Australia Establish and develop national, member based federation of

(Full time) organisations working with sexworkers throughout Australia.
Establish office and organisational systems; fundraising;
policy advocacy; community consultation; publicity; organise
conferences and workshops

1989-91 London Lighthouse (NGO) Trainer England Provide training on HIV/AIDS prevention and care forinjecting

(Full time) drug users; migrant populations and sex workers.

1991-93 AIDES Paris. (NGO) Policy Advisor France Supportdevelopmentof HIV prevention programmingfor

(Parttime) vulnerable women and women living with HIV.

1992-95 Scottish Prostitutes Education Project Organisational Scotland Support organisational developmentincluding recruitment;
SCOTPEP (NGO) Development training; technical information development strategic planning

(Consultancies) and M& E systems.

1993-1994 | Lambeth, Southwark and Lewisham Project Manager | England Manage drop-in centre and clinical outreach forvulnerable
Community Health Authority. (UK local | (Parttime) women in Streatham South London. Manage 5 personteam;
government) training; information materials and referral.

1991, The Global Program on Aids. World Advisor Switzerland | Advisorto Programme Director

1992, 1993 | Health Organisation. (Consultancies)

1993-4 Dundee Drugs & Aids Advisory Project. Trainer Scotland Provide training for outreach and clinical service providers on
( Governmental Organisation) (Consultancies) working with men who have sex with men and sex workers

who use drugs.

1993-4 Birmingham Health Authority (UKlocal | Project England Supportdevelopment of program to address violence against

government)

Development

women and SRH. Recruitment; training; technical information



http://www.sexworker.org.au/
http://www.scarletalliance.org.au/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/AIDES
http://www.scot-pep.org.uk/
http://www.scot-pep.org.uk/
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1025996/
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1025996/
http://www.iscotland.co.uk/
http://www.iscotland.co.uk/

(Consultancies)

development strategicplanningand M& E systems.

1992-4 Red Hot AIDS Charity. London, UK Trustee. England Grant making.
Voluntary
1994 European Symposiumon Healthandthe | NSWP Scotland Organise European Regional Conference.
Sex Industry
1994-1995 | Programa Pegacao, Nucleo Orientacao | Technical Advisor | Brazil Supportdevelopment of HIV prevention and humanrights
de Saude Social. (NGO) (Full time) advocacy formen who have sex with menin Rio de Janeiro.
Co- write manual on working with sex workers.
1996 AIDS Infoshare (NGO) Technical Russia Recruitand trainteamto conduct needs assessmentamong
Advisor sexworkersin Moscow. Human rights training.
(Consultancy)
1995-2000 | International Network of Sex Work Executive Brazil and Establish and manage international network to advocate on
Projects. (NGO) Director (part England the rights of male, female and transgender sex workers.
time in 95-97 Fundraising; liaison with UN, civil society and governments;
and full time 97- community development; research; advocacy; strategic
2000) developmentand communications. Organisingand preparing
delegations for major conferences on AIDS; women’s rights
and development. Communications including writing abook
on sex workand HIV. Develop ways of usingtheinternetfor
networkingand advocacy.
1996 Solicitingfor Change (Faith Based Conference England Develop the programme and manage logistics for a national
Organisation) Organiser( part conference of social workers, women’s rights advocates,
time) politicians; churches etcto discuss responses to sex work and
violence against women.
1994, Durbar_Mahila_Samanwaya Committee | Technical Advisor | India Support development of HIV prevention programming and
1996, 1997 | and USHA Credit Cooperative ( NGO) (Consultancies) human rights advocacy forand by sex workers in Kolkata.
Including anti-trafficking; genderbased violence and poverty
reduction.
1997 Salaman Alapitvany Foundation ( NGO) Technical Hungary Projectdesign, organisational development and facilitate
Advisor national meeting.
(Consultancies)
1997 ISWFACE (NGO) USA International liaison for cultural & educational development

organisationincluding organising an international conference



http://www.bayswan.org/NSP.html
http://www.bayswan.org/NSP.html
http://www.popline.org/node/335859
http://www.popline.org/node/335859
http://www.spiral.com/infoshare/welcome.html
http://www.nswp.org/
http://www.nswp.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Durbar_Mahila_Samanwaya_Committee
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Durbar_Mahila_Samanwaya_Committee
http://www.iswface.org/about.html

inLos Angeles

1999 KhmerHIV/AIDS NGO Alliance. (Khana) | Technical Advisor | Cambodia. | HIV programme design;trainingand strategicplanningfor
(NGO) (Consultancies) community mobilisation. Monitoring and evaluation.
2000 Ministry of Health of Mongolia Technical Advisor | Mongolia Human rights training for health workers.
(Consultancy)
2000 CARE Bangladesh Technical Advisor | Bangladesh | Provide technical inputs for mapping female sex workers.
(Consultancy)
1999-2000 | Womyn’s AgendaforChange (WAC) Technical Advisor | Cambodia Project design, organisational developmentand donor
(NGO) (Consultancies) reporting forhuman rights advocacy for garment workers; sex
workers and people livingwith HIV.
1996-2000 | AsiaPacificNetwork of Sex Workers Technical Advisor | Thailand, Training, resource mobilisation organisational development;
2006-2007 | (APNSW) (NGO) (Consultancies) | Burma, donorreporting and sub-grant making and management.
Cambodia
1999-2002. | Population Council (International Health | Researcher Washington | Training, data collection and analysis for study of social
Agency) (initiallyasa D.C. USA capital, human rights violations and HIV vulnerability of female
consultantfor and Brazil sex workersinRiode Janeiro.
Population
Council US and
thenas full time
employeeofthe
HIV/AIDS
Alliance UK)
2000-2006 | International HIV/Aids Alliance Senior England. Provide technical and managerial inputs to Alliance grantees.
(International Health Agency) Programme Situation assessment and mapping; monitoring and evaluation
Manager design and implementation; administrative and organisational

systems development. Extensive field work Bangladesh, India,
Cambodia, Burma, Mexico, Thailand, Mongolia, Ukraine,
Ecuador, Mozambique, Nigeria, South Africa, Senegal,
Madagascar, Grenada, Barbados and Trinidad.



http://www.khana.org.kh/
http://www.carebangladesh.org/
http://www.womynsagenda.org/new/programs/programs.html
http://apnsw.wordpress.com/
http://www.popcouncil.org/
http://www.aidsalliance.org/HomePagedetails.aspx?Id=2

2004-2006 | Global Coalition on Women and Aids. Member Grant making.
UNAIDS Voluntary
2007 Caribbean Vulnerable Communities. Technical Advisor | Antigua Conduct workshop on legal and social responses to sex work
(NGO) (consultancy) and human trafficking. Develop tools forcommunity led
situation assessment and conduct training of fieldworkers.
2007 Population Services International Technical Advisor | Burma Support project design, organisational developmentand
(International Health Agency) (Consultancy) facilitate development of national network.
2007-9 DKT International Technical Advisor | Ethiopia Establish and manage targeted HIV prevention and care
(International Health Company) (consultancies) programme. Including developing tools forcommunity
consultation; grant making and sub-contracting; conducting
training; establishing M& E procedures and clinical protocols.
2008 International Planned Parenthood Trainer Uganda Sexual and Reproductive Rights.
Federation (International Health (Consultancy )
Agency)
2008 UNICEF Pakistan Trainer Pakistan Human rightsinthe contextof HIV.
(Consultancy)
2009-2010 | International Aids Society. Voluntary Austria Member of Community Organising Committeeand Co-chair
Global Village, International Aids conference Vienna. 2010
2008 - Paulo Longo Research Initiative (NGO) Communications | England Develop website; communications strategy and advocacy
2011 (Parttime) and materials foractivists; students and human rights
Cambodia | organisationsconcerned with sexwork and trafficking.
2010-2012 Global Commissionon HIV and the Law. | Member. USA Research and advice
(UNDP) Voluntary
2008- Institute of Development Studies. Visiting Research | England Contribute to the development of IDS studies of sexual rights
present Sexuality Programme Sussex University | Fellow in developing countries. Guest lectures.



http://cvccoalition.org/
http://www.landofsixpeoples.com/news702/ns0705105.html
http://www.psi.org/
http://www.dktinternational.org/country-programs/ethiopia/
http://www.ippf.org/
http://www.ippf.org/
http://www.unicef.org/pakistan/
http://www.aids2010.org/default.aspx?pageId=164
http://www.plri.org/
http://www.hivlawcommission.org/
http://www.ids.ac.uk/idsresearch/sexuality
http://www.ids.ac.uk/idsresearch/sexuality

(Parttime)
2009- Michael Kirby Centre for PublicHealth SeniorResearch | Australia Lead on, and contribute to, MKC studies on humanrightsin
present and Human Rights. School of Preventive | Fellow with the context of genderbased violence; sex work and human
Medicine, Monash University (Parttime) fieldworkin | trafficking. Contribute to communications on humanrights
Cambodia, | and publichealthand supportteachinginthe schools Masters
Burma, programme.
Thailand,
Ethiopia.
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